SOCIAL LIFE.	1&
Much light on the social life of the earl£ English
settlers in Calcutta may be derived from the pages of
Captain Hamilton's East Indies. We have to picture
members of the Council assembled in quaint garbs.
"An old country captain" quoted in the Indian Gazette
of February 24th, 1781, describes the Council of those
early days, as assembling :—
" Dressed in muslin shirts, long drawers and starched white caps, sit-
ting in the consultation room with a case bottle of good old arrack and a.
goblet of water on the table, which the Secretary, with a skilful hand,
converted into punch, as occasion arose.'*	•
Hamilton records his impression that life in Calcutta
was by no means an unmixed evil:—
" Most gentlemen and ladies in Bengal live both splendidly and
pleasantly, the forenoons being dedicated to business and after dinner
to rest, and in the evening to recreate themselves in chaises or palankins
in the fields, or to gardens, or by water in the budgerows ; which is a
convenient boat that goes swiftly with the force of oars. On the river
sometimes there is the diversion of fishing and fowling, or both; and
before night they make friendly visits to one another when pride or
contention do not spoil society, which too of ten they do among the
ladies, as discord and friction do among the men."
Mr. Wilson, writes :—
"T^Dame Fortune's wishing shoes, about which Hans Anderson has so
much to tell us, were in existence and could be procured in. Calcutta, I
do not think the most discontended inhabitant of the modern city would
be well advised to wish himself back into the days of the Rotation
Government."
We will not carry this introductory sketch any further
since the history of Calcutta, so far as it is our duty to
re-tell it, will be learned as we wander through its
streets and suburbs. It must, however, be remembered
that the essential charm of the town depends very
largely on the interest we take in the past of the English
in India. *To the patriotic native this may appear a
hard saying, yet the fact remains that, even for the
natives, Calcutta is an artificial place of residence. Our
native servants, no less than our own wives and
children, are one and all looking forward to the tixne^
when, with a fair degree of plausibility, they can petition
their masters for M&ti and permission to go to their own
"muluk." No doubt Calcutta has a vast Hindi*

